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Reminiscences of a Veteran Surgeon
— Retired But Never Tired
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Cope’s Early Diagnosis of the Acute
Abdomen
( SEVENTEENTH EDITION)
Preface
Even today, however, it remains true that the
vast majority of diagnoses of patients with
acute abdominal pain are still made on the
basis of a careful history and physical
examination. The major delays in diagnosis
today are those impose by the need that
some feel to obtain special complicated tests
and X-ray examinations.

April 1986, William Sily




Cope’s Early Diagnosis of the Acute Abdomen
( TWENTY = FIRST EDITION)

Preface
Even today, however, it remains true that the vast
majority of diaghoses of patients with acute
abdominal pain are still made on the basis of a careful
history and physical examination. The major delays in
diagnosis today are those impose by the failure to
recognize the presence of a significant intra —
abdominal process and by the need that some feel to
obtain special complicated tests and X-ray
examinations.

September 2004, William SW
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It Is Impossible to understand the
problems of medical care without
understanding the physician. And it
IS Impossible to make significant
changes in the medical field without

changing physician behavior.
(Fuchs 1974:560)
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Foundation for Poison Control, President
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